Use of prostacyclin and ultrafiltration in adult respiratory distress syndrome.
A primigravida with severe kyphoscoliosis developed cardio-respiratory failure in pregnancy. Cardiac arrest occurred 10 days after Caesarean section; gastric acid was aspirated then and was followed by the development of adult respiratory distress syndrome. Initial recovery, with clearing of peripheral oedema, was followed by a recurrence of respiratory distress associated with infection. Profound hypoxaemia and oliguria unresponsive to diuretics were relieved by the infusion of prostacyclin combined with fluid removal by ultrafiltration. This treatment may be of value in the management of respiratory distress syndrome when pulmonary oedema is the dominant feature.